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HITCHIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st  1938. 


To  the  Chalnnan  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December, 
1938.  This  has  been  drawn  up  as  far  as  possible  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1728  dated  the  25th  October,  1938,  relative  to  the  general  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  your  District. 


Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (in  acres)  82,559 

Population  — 

Registrar  General’s  figures.  May,  1939  ...  18,850 

Registrar  General’s  figures.  May,  1938  ...  18,860 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  — 

December,  1937  6,042 

December,  1938  6,145 

Rateable  Value  — 

April,  1938  £91,139 

April,  1939  £94,266 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £375 

Number  of  Parishes  in  District  34 


It  will  be  again  noted  that  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  residential  population  shows  a 
further  decrease  of  10  on  last  year’s  estimate,  and  50  on  the  estimate  for  1937.  I can  only  emphasise 
the  remarks  made  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  with  reference  to  this  matter,  that  there  is  evidence  in  the 
District  of  an  increase  and  not  a decrease  in  population,  as  the  figures  would  suggest. 


Social  Condirions. 

The  constant  improvement  in  transport  facilities,  with  its  resultant  increasing  inter-communication, 
gives  an  increased  intermingling  of  the  rural  and  urban  aspects  of  the  District,  and  it  is  correct  now  to 
say  that  conditions  affecting  the  population  of  rural  districts,  are  becoming  much  more  attractive.  Every 
effort  to  increase  this  attractiveness,  and  so  bring  back  population  to  the  villages,  will  I am  sure,  receive 
your  commendation. 

Industrially  there  is  little  change,  agricultural  pursuits  being  still  predominant.  No  new  factories 
have  been  established  dirring  the  year,  nor  has  there  been  any  considerable  extensions  to  the  existing 
factories.  Industrial  diseases  give  little  cause  for  concern. 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Births. 

Legitimate  — Male,  121;  Female,  122.  Total 

Illegitimate  — Male,  8;  Female,  1.  252 

Birth  Rate  

Do.— 1937  

Do. — England  and  Wales 


13.3 

12.3 
15.1 
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Deaths. 

Male,  137;  Female,  100;  Total  237. 

Death  Rate  

Do.— 1937  

Do. — England  ajid  Wales  ... 

Infant  Mortality. 

Legitimate  — Male,  10;  Female,  2.  Total 

Illegitimate  — Male,  0;  Female,  0.  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

Do.— 1937  

Do. — England  and  Wales  ... 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  — Male,  3;  Female,  2.  Total 

Illegitimate  — Male,  0;  Female  0.  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  

Do.— 1937  

Do. — England  and  Wales  ... 


12.5 
12 

11.6 


47.6 

47.4 

53 


0.28 

0.42 

0.6 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  principal  causes  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year : — 

Prematurity  10 

Circulatory  diseases  97 

Pulmonary  diseases  12 

Tuberculosis  3 

Malignant  diseases  42 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  or  infantile  diarrhcea. 

While  these  figures  show  a healthy  District,  they  are  not  in  themselves  healthy  tor  they  show  a 
population  which  is  failing  to  renew  itself  in  sufficient  numbers  to  prevent  a decline.  Medical  Authori- 
ties say  to-day,  that  a family  of  3 or  4 children  is,  or  should,  be  the  normal  healthy  family. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  684 

Number  with  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  ...  323 

Number  with  defective  vision  66 

The  number  of  children  inspected  is  approximately  the  same  as  last  year,  but  the  standard  of  clean- 
liness and  nutrition  improves.  The  majority  of  the  defects  found  are  remedied,  but  my  impression  is 
still  that  the  condition  of  the  rural  children  is  not  quite  so  good  as  that  of  the  children  in  the  Urban 
Districts. 

Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officials. 

(a)  Medical. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer,  holding  a Diploma  in  Public  Health.  He  is  also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Hitchin  Urban  and  Royston  Urban  Districts,  is  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  County  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Sanitary. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination  Board 
(London)  1920,  including  the  qualification  as  an  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


4 


In  September  of  the  year  under  review,  Mr.  A.  G.  Underwood,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  obtained  another  appointment  and  Mr.  K.  F.  Hudson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
and  took  up  his  duties  in  December. 

The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examination 
(Joint)  Board,  and  is  qualified  as  an  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(c)  Clerical. 

The  appointment  of  a clerk  in  the  Public  Health  Department,  which  took  place  in  January  of  the 
year  under  review,  has  pfoved  of  considerable  assistance  not  only  in  the  keeping  of  records,  but 
has  reflected  in  the  amount  of  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Flome. 

(a)  General, 

The  arrangements  for  this  valuable  service  in  the  Area  are  directed  by  the  County  Council  in  co- 
operation with  the  District  Nursing  Association.  The  District  is  well  served  by  eleven  nurses,  all 
certified  midwives,  who  in  addition  to  their  arduous  duties  as  midwives,  render  services  in  connec- 
tion with  sickness  in  the  home  which  are  highly  valued  and  much  appreciated. 

These  nurses  reside  at  the  following  centres,  viz : — 

Ashwell,  Barkway,  Codicote,  Kelshall,  Kimpton,  King’s  Walden,  Knebworth,  Offley,  Pirton, 
St.  Ippollitts  and  Weston. 

Every  nurse  who  has  a scattered  District  would  have  her  efficiency  greatly  increased  if  she 
had  a motor-car. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  nursing  cases  of  infectious  disease  at  home.  Every  effort  is  made 
by  the  Medical  Practitioner  and  if  necessary  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  to  ensure  that  no 
notified  case  of  infectious  disease  is  nursed  at  home,  where  there  is  any  danger  of  spreading  the 
disease. 

(c)  Midwifery. 

In  addition  to  the  District  Nurses,  to  whom  reference  has  been  already  made.  Certified  Midwives 
are  available  in  nearby  Urban  Districts.  The  Midwifery  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals. 

(a)  Medical  and  Surgical. 

There  are  no  hospitals  situated  within  the  District  for  cases  of  general  sickness  or  accidents  need- 
ing hospital  treatment  and  these  are  received  at  one  of  the  undermentioned  hospitals,  situate  in 
adjoining  Districts: — 

(1)  North  Herts,  and  South  Beds.  Hospital  at  Hitchin. 

(2)  Letchworth  Hospital,  Baldock  Road,  Letchworth. 

(3)  Royston  Hospital,  London  Road,  Royston. 

(4)  Welwyn  Hospital,  Welwyn. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  are  removed  without  undue  delay  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Hitchin  Road,  Letchworth. 

Under  the  control  of  the  North  Herts.  Joint  Hospital  Board,  since  October,  1936,  this  hos- 
pital now  serves  the  Urban  Districts  of  Baldock,  Hitchin,  Letchworth,  Royston  and  Stevenage, 
also  the  Rural  Districts  of  Hitchin  and  Welwyn.  It  is  considered,  however,  that  extensions  will 
have  to  be  made  to  the  Hospital  to  meet  the  promise  made  to  the  County  Council. 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  hospital  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  for 
which  a nominal  charge  is  made.  This  service  is  additional  to  the  routine  disinfection  carried  out 
at  the  house  on  the  removal  of  a patient  to  hospital. 

(c)  Small  Pox. 

As  peirt  of  the  County  scheme  for  the  treatment  and  control  of  this  disease  a Small  Pox  Hospital 
is  maintained  and  equipped  at  Langley  in  the  Rural  District.  Again  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
there  has  been  no  call  during  the  year  under  review,  on  the  accommodation  thus  provided. 
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(d)  Tuberculosis. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  Dispensaries  or  Clinics 
are  established  at  Hitchin  and  Letchworth  while  the  County  Sanatorium  at  Ware  Park,  offers 
valuable  facilities  for  observation,  treatment  and  cure  of  this  disease. 

(e)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Hitchin,  Letchworth,  Royston  and  Welwyn  Hospitals  have  call  upon  fully-equipped  motor 
Ambulances,  for  use  in  connection  with  General  Sickness  or  Accident  cases,  while  for  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  provide  an  efficient  and  up-to-date  motor  Ambulance. 

(f)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Medical  Practitioners  can  obtain  swabs  and  anti-toxins  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. There  are  no  laboratory  facilities  in  the  locality.  Swabs  and  specimens  on  which  reports 
are  desired  are  dealt  with  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  or  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  London.  The  County  Council  also  maintains  a well-equipped  Laboratory  at  Hill 
End,  St.  Albans,  which  is  also  available. 

Section  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  close  of  the  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  work  for  supplying  water  under  the  Braughing- 
Hitchin  Joint  Scheme  to  the  following  Parishes; — 

Barley,  Barkway,  Kelshall,  Reed,  Rushden,  Sandon,  Therfield,  and  Wallington. 

This  brought  to  fruition  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Council  over  a number  of  years,  on  a matter  of 
great  importance  affecting  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  villages. 

That  the  supply  is  appreciated  by  the  house-holders  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  connections 
which  are  being  made,  and  there  is  further  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  public  standpipes. 

It  is  difficult,  even  though  a very  short  time  has  elapsed,  to  again  visualise  the  inhabitants  of  these 
villages,  drawing  water  from  the  old  dip-holes  and  dangerous  shallow  wells,  which  for  so  many  years  were 
the  sole  sources  of  supply. 

A further  slight  delay  in  the  piped  supply  for  the  villages  in  the  western  part  of  the  District,  has 
been  occasioned,  as  it  was  considered  necessary  that  consideration  be  given  to  the  need  for  a chlorination 
plant.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  supply  will  be  in  full  use  by  the  time  this  Report  is  published. 
The  Council’s  Main  Supplies  are  now  drawn  from  the  following  sources: — 

Hitchin  Urban  District  — for  Ickleford  and  St.  Ippollitts. 

Stevenage  Urban  District  — for  Graveley  and  Todds  Green. 

Hertford  Rural  District  — for  Shephall. 

The  Council  now  owns  Water  Undertakings  at : — 

Ashwell  (supplying  Ash  well  and  Hinxworth) . 

Codicote. 

Peters  Green. 

Pirton. 

Wymondley. 

together  with  the  new  Schemes  previously  referred  to  namely : — 

Braughing-Hitchin  Joint  Supply  (with  reservoir  at  Therfield) . 

Lilley,  Offley,  etc..  Supply  (with  bore-hole  pumps  and  chlorination  pumps  at  King’s  Walden 
and  towers  at  Offley,  Tea  Green  and  Whitwell) . 

The  supply  at  Cockemhoe,  where  a small  bore-hole  and  pumping  plant  and  tower  has  been  in  exist- 
ence since  1922,  is  to  be  linked  up  with  the  new  main  supply. 

Examination  of  Supplies. 

This  matter  has  received  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  a system  of 
Examil.ation  set  up,  whereby  the  Public  Health  Department  collect  samples  of  water  from  all  the  Council’s 
Undertakings.  Once  each  year  a full  Bacterial  and  Chemical  Examination  is  given  to  each  of  the 
different  water  supplies,  and  during  the  three  other  quarters.  Bacterial  Examination  only  is  given. 
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During  the  year  under  review,  all  sources  of  supply  found  to  be  supplying  water  for  drinking  pur- 
poses, whether  publicly  or  privately  owned,  have  been  examined  and  in  all  79  samples  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  London,  of  these  59  were  satisfactory  and  20  showed 
signs  of  various  forms  of  pollution.  Where  the  supply  was  found  to  be  polluted  notices  were  fixed  to 
the  source  of  that  supply,  and  the  users  advised  as  to  preventive  measures.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in 
nearly  every  case  the  unsatisfactory  supply  is  now  superceded  by  the  public  Main  Supply,  the  purity  of 
which  is  the  direct  concern  of  the  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  routine  samples  will  then  be  less  numer- 
ous in  view  of  the  number  of  wells,  pumps  and  other  sources  of  supply  in  the  area  covered  by  the  new 
mains,  which  will  go  out  of  use. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

In  my  previous  report,  I commended  the  efforts  of  the  Council  and  their  desire  for  the  provision  of 
adequate  sewers  in  the  District,  and  view  with  satisfaction  the  early  substitution  of  old  drains  discharg- 
ing into  ditches,  water-courses,  cesspools  and  the  plots  of  ground  used  as  grave-yards  for  domestic 
sewage.  Although  one  regrets  that  no  visible  results  have  occurred  during  the  year  under  review,  hope 
still  lingers  that  some  definite  results  will  reward  the  prolonged  negotiations  which  such  an  important  task, 
involving  such  heavy  financial  commitments,  must  entail. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Prevention  of  Pollution. 

This  phase  of  sanitary  work  is  continuing  to  receive  careful  attention,  the  need  for  such  care  being 
increased  by  reason  of  the  general  desire  of  the  rural  population  for  improved  sanitary  conditions.  With 
this  is  coupled  the  increasing  need  for  the  adequate  safeguarding  of  sources  of  water  supply. 

Where  a possible  source  of  pollution  is  found,  the  matter  is  investigated  and  every  endeavour  made 
to  remove  the  cause. 

In  the  Area  of  the  Lee,  the  Conservancy  Board  Inspectors  visit  any  danger  spots  such  as  refuse  tips, 
sewage  disposal  works,  etc.,  and  careful  watch  is  necessary  still  at  Knebworth,  Kimpton  and  Whitwell. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  Council  continue  to  support  the  policy  of  the  elimination  of 
numerous  small  sewage  disposal  works. 

Public  Cleansing.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  limited  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  District,  continued  to 
operate  but  was  accompanied  by  constant  requests  for  a more  frequent  collection  in  the  Parishes  where 
only  a monthly  collection  of  indestructible  refuse  is  made. 

It  was  not  possible  to  extend  the  service  without  an  additional  vehicle  and  increased  labour.  This 
the  Council  recognised  and  gave  instructions  for  a scheme  to  be  prepared  and  submitted  for  an  extended 
service,  providing  for  the  collection  of  all  household  refuse,  weekly  in  the  larger  parishes  and  at  not  less 
than  alternate  weeks  in  the  remainder  of  the  District.  I have  hope  that  this  service  will  be  in  opera- 
tion when  this  Report  appears. 

The  service  is  by  direct  labour  using  S.D.  freighters.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  in  eight 
tips,  suitably  situated  through  the  District. 

The  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  is  £1,072  Os.  Od.,  an  increase  of  £62  Os.  Od.,  on  the  previous 
year;  made  up  as  follows: — 

Cost  of  Collection  £780  or  14/3^  per  ton. 

Cost  of  Disposal  £292  or  5/4^  per  ton. 

The  total  weight  collected  during  the  year  was  1,090  tons  approximately,  with  an  all-in  cost  of 
19/6d.  per  ton,  showing  an  improvement  on  last  year  of  2/2d.  per  ton.  The  General  Rate  charge  for 
this  service  is  2.76  pence  in  the  pound,  compared  withe  2.91  for  the  previous  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Further  improvement  is  reported  in  the  type  of  closet  accommodation  provided  in  the  District, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  Council’s  proposed  new  sewage  schemes  have  not  yet  been  put  in  hand,  there 
is  an  addition  of  168  to  the  total  of  water  closets  in  the  District,  98  being  provided  in  connection  with 
new  buildings  and  70  by  conversions  from  pail  closets  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Improvements  to  exist- 
ing dwellings.  All  these  improvements  were  the  results  of  informal  negotiation. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

In  spite  of  the  greatly  increased  call  on  the  Sanitaiy  Inspectors’  time  consequent  on  National 
Defence  organisation  and  training,  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  premises  in  the  Area  has  been  carried  on 
with  its  usual  consistency,  and  not  without  success,  as  the  figures  in  the  tables  following  will  show. 
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P'rom  early  in  September,  when  Mr.  A.  G.  Underwood,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  left  to  take 
up  a similar  post  in  Cambridgeshire,  until  December  8th,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  was  working 
single-hand.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Gunning  for  the  figures  supplied : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  4,565 

Divided  as  follows : — 


For  defects  under  the  Housing  Act 

For  defects  under  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 

For  the  prevention  of  Infectious  Disease 

As  to  sanitary  condition  of  schools 

Inspections  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 

Inspection  of  Slaughterhouses,  butchers’  shops,  etc. 

For  the  prevention  of  nuisances  

Inspections  of  drainage,  conversions,  etc. 

Inspection  of  water  supplies  

Supervision  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Inspection  re  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Inspections  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934 
Unclassified  


1,668 

30 

132 

20 

501 

899 

411 

360 

200 

192 

50 

45 

57 


4,565 


Summary  of  action  on  matter  arising  out  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Heath  Act,  only ; — 

(a)  Number  of  Informal  Notices  sent  62 

(b)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  sent  Nil 


Shops  and  Offices. 

The  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  at  one  lock-up  shop,  was  called  for  and  supplied 
without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

The  majority  of  the  shops  in  this  area  are  of  the  small  shop-dwelling  type  and  present  little 
difficulty  on  the  score  of  sanitary  accommodation. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  were  no  recognised  camping  sites  in  the  area  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  under  review, 
one  application  was  received  for  a licence,  and  although  by  a technicality  a License  was  deemed  to  be 
granted  unconditionally,  the  proposal  was  dropped  and  the  site  was  not  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  difficulty  experienced  in  this  matter  is  not  from  the  would-be  holiday  campers,  but  from  the 
itinerant  campers  whose  liberty  to  camp  for  a period  less  than  42  days  is  not  curtailed  or  controlled. 

I have  no  doubt  that  with  the  abnormal  increase  in  holiday  camping,  the  natural  attractions  of 
North  Hertfordshire  will  not  be  overlooked  and  that  applications  to  establish  camps  will  be  received. 

The  Council  will  be  advised  to  secure  that  all  sites  to  be  licensed  shall  be  suitable  in  aspect  and 
soil,  have  adequate  and  wholesome  water  together  with  a sufficiency  of  sanitary  accommodation,  having 
regard  to  the  number  of  possible  campers.  The  adequate  spacing  of  caravans  and  tents  should  also  be 
insisted  upon. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  where  nuisance  is  likely  to  arise  from  industrial  smoke. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

At  the  close  of  1938  there  were  no  Public  Baths  or  pools  or  privately  owned  baths,  open  to  the 
public  in  the  District. 
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Eradication  of  the  Bed-Bug. 

Four  disinfestations  for  the  eradication  of  the  bed-bug  were  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

Two  being  in  Council  owned  cottages. 

Two  being  in  privately  owned  cottages. 

The  methods  employed  were  as  follows: — 

(1)  In  two  cases  new  tenants  found  the  vermin  in  the  cottages  after  their  arrival.  Zaldecide  spray  was 
supplied  to  the  occupiers  with  instructions  and  a brief  demonstration  how  to  use.  Regular  visits 
were  made  and  careful  note  taken  of  the  location  of  the  vermin.  By  this  method,  with  the  ready 
assistance  of  the  occupants,  the  premises  were  freed  without  disturbing  furniture,  etc.,  in  six  days. 

(2)  In  two  other  cottages,  fumigation  with  Lawes  Disinfestator,  followed  by  an  application  of 
Zaldecide  spray,  proved  effective  where  vermin  was  found  in  articles  of  furniture. 

The  hydro-cyanide  method  of  fumigation  has  not  been  used. 

Schools  — Sanitary  Condition. 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  schools  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department,  and  an 
effort  made  to  maintain  as  high  a standard  of  cleanliness  as  existing  sanitary  circumstances  in  the  villages 
will  allow. 

In  every  parish  where  sewer  and/or  water  supplies  existed  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  school  pre- 
mises were  connected  to  these  services. 

The  operation  of  the  two  new  water  scheme  for  the  east  and  west  of  the  area,  together  with  the 
projected  new  sewerage  schemes,  should  result  in  a considerable  sanitary  improvement  in  village  schools. 

Housing. 

In  contra-distinction  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures,  reflecting  a slight  further  decrease  in  popula- 
tion, the  increase  in  the  number  of  new  dwelling-houses  erected,  continued. 

The  figures  are  as  follows: — 

Dwelling-houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  33 

Dwelling-houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  72 

A further  evidence  of  the  demand  for  houses  in  the  area  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  old  cottages, 
normally  considered  to  be  beyond  repair  at  a reasonable  cost,  which  are  being  purchased  for  recondition- 
ing as  private  dwelling-houses  by  persons  other  than  those  of  the  working  classes.  The  number  dealt 
with  in  this  way  was  20. 

As  compensation  for  the  loss  of  these  cottages  for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers,  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  a further  18  old  cottages  were  preserved  by  reconditioning  and  reserved  for  agricultural 
workers  for  a period  of  20  years,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  and  as  a 
condition  of  the  grant  made,  to  be  maintained  by  the  owners  for  that  period,  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation. 

In  the  Abatement  of  Overcrowding,  it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  of  the  52  cases  recorded  at  the 
Official  Survey,  and  of  the  addition  since  recorded,  there  remained  at  the  end  of  1938  only  6 cases  un- 
abated. Of  these,  four  agricultural  workers  were  waiting  for  houses  to  be  provided  under  the  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  which  Act  was  to  secure  by  the  provision  of  a suitable  subsidy,  houses 
for  agricultural  workers  at  a rent  within  their  financial  capacity. 

The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  at  being  early  in  the  field  with  proposals  for  the  erection  of 
220  cottages  throughout  the  District  under  this  scheme. 

Enquiries  made  in  the  various  Parishes,  show  that  a large  number  were  still  needed  to  house 
adequately,  and  in  decent  conditions,  the  agricultural  workers. 

One  can  but  express  the  hope,  in  spite  of  increasing  difficulties,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  down  to  a reasonable  rent,  that  the  Council’s  latest  housing  effort  will  prove  even  more 
valuable  than  previous  schemes  have  been. 

The  figures  for  housing  work  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table: — 


( 1 ) Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  i.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts  1,668 

ii.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  2,871 
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(b)  i.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub-head  (1)  above  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  74 

ii.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  156 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  44 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  30 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  officers  _ 37 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  6 
(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Housing  Act,  1936  — Part  IV  — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 6 

Number  of  families  dwelhng  therein  6 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  40 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year Nil 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  21 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  186 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 

the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  farms  and  dairies  during  the  year  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
secure  that  the  conditions  at  such  premises  should  be  conducive  to  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

There  are  160  Registered  Cow-keepers  in  the  District  128  of  whom  are  also  Retail  Purveyors, 

in  addition  there  are  32  persons  registered  as  Retail  Purveyors  only. 

Sampling  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as 
also  is  sampling  in  connection  with  the  issue  and  retention  of  Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order. 
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There  are  7 Licensed  Producers  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  " Milk  and  30  Licensed  Producers  of 
“Accredited  ’’  Milk,  in  the  District. 

I regret  to  record  but  a small  number  of  milk  samples  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  this 
year,  possibly  owing  to  the  arrangement  for  County  sampling.  Of  the  18  samples  of  ordinary  milk 
taken,  all  gave  good  results : — 

Average  Bacterial  Count  11,790 

Maximum  Bacterial  Count 31,000 

Minimum  Bacterial  Count  60 


(b)  Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  15  private  slaughterhouses  situate  in  the  District,  and  the  work  of  inspection  is  divided 
between  the  two  inspectors;  some  329  visits  were  made  on  regular  inspections  in  addition  some  70 
occasional  or  exceptional  slaughterings  were  notified. 


Beasts 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  

920 

2509 

3140 

74 

Number  of  animals  inspected  

588 

1108 

1076 

28 

Number  of  whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

6 

1 

Total  weight  condemned  for  Tuberculosis 
and  other  diseases 

1250  lbs. 

166  lbs. 

966  lbs. 

60  lbs. 

Number  of  seizures  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  Inspections  carried  out  — 42V 
Visits  to  other  food  premises  — 96 
Other  articles  condemned  — Nil 

The  condition  of  premises  where  meat  is  offered  for  sale  by  retail,  is  closely  watched  and  the 
inspectors  report  that  a fairly  high  standard  is  maintained  in  the  18  Butchers’  shops. 

There  are  numerous  travelling  butchers  serving  the  area  from  nearby  towns.  These  are  inspected  as 
occasion  arises,  both  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  vehicle  and  the  condition  of  the  meat. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  the  different  Infectious  Diseases  notified : — 


Chicken  Pox  26 

Diphtheria  1 

Erysipelas  ' 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Puerperal  Fever  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Scarlet  Fever  17 

Tuberculosis  15 


Total  Notifications  65 


This  table  shows  a healthy  district,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to  secure  good  housing  and  sanitary 
conditions  are  reflected  thereby. 

The  system  whereby  Medical  Practitioners  notify  direct  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  coming  to  their  notice,  makes  possible  special  attention  and  early  removal  to  Hospital  where 
desirable.  F'ollowing  up  enquiries  and  disinfection  where  necessary,  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  who  are  advised  directly  a case  is  notified  to  Hospital. 

I would  again  stress  the  value  of  immunisation  in  the  prevention  of  Diphtheria  but  would  point  out 
that  its  full  value  can  only  be  obtained  when  the  practise  of  immunisation  becomes  general. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  review,  under  section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality. 

NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


Age  Group 

M 

Resp. 

F 

Non-Resp. 

M F 

M 

Resp. 

F 

Non-Resp. 

M F 

0-  1 ... 

1-5 

5-15  ... 

— 

— - 

2 — 

— 

— 

— — 

15-25 

— 

2 

— 1 

— 

— 

— — 

25  - 35  ... 

3 

2 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

35  - 45  ... 

1 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

45  - 55  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— . — . 

55-65 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 



and  over 
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In  Conclusion. 

The  year  has  been  a strenuous  one  for  all  engaged  in  Local  Government  Service.  The  claims  of  Air 
Raid  Precautions  and  other  aspects  of  National  Defence  have  not  dealt  lightly  with  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  while  I claim  no  special  share  in  this  work,  I have  a deep  appreciation  of  the  part 
played  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  Qualified  early  as  a Falfield  Instructor,  he  applied  his  ability 
as  a Lecturer  and  Organiser,  and  later  as  an  Examiner  to  build  up  a useful  organisation,  and  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  constant  touch  with  urgent  Public  Health  matters. 

In  this  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  Deputy  and  in  no  small  measure  by  Miss  Courtney,  the  Clerk, 
the  need  for  whose  appointment  I referred  to  last  year,  and  which  has  been  more  than  justified  by  the 
turn  of  events. 

To  the  Clerk  and  Surveyor,  I am  again  indebted  for  continued  co-operation  and  deep  interest  in  all 
matters  relating  to  public  health,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support 
in  a progressive  administration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NORMAN  MACFADYEN,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July  21st,  1939. 
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